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and pleasurable life of man requires him to work and
to work well    "To do as much as you can heartily

and happily do each day in a well-determined direction,
with a view to far off results, with present enjoyment of
one's work, is the only proper, the only essentially pro-
fitable way/'l    Political Economy had always assumed
that progress implied a diminution of the quantity of
labour expended in producing anything; to Mr. Ruskin
it implies an improvement of the quality of labour ex-
pended.    The two positions  are not of course con-
tradictory ; Mr. Kuskin approves division of labour and
machinery in so far as they reduce the quantity of
painful, dangerous, or tedious toil, but an improvement
of quality may be as serviceable as a diminution of
quantity.   To the commercial economist labour was
a bad thing, and it (or at any rate its cost) was to be
kept at a minimum; to Mr. Ruskin labour is a good
thing if done in moderation and under sound conditions,
To raise the character of production is as important as
to increase the quantity of consumption.    Indeed, Mr.
Ruskin goes further, in  insisting that an increase of
consumption  purchased by a growing degradation of
the quality of production is u net loss.    Either the
increased quantity of commodities is consumed by a
class of drones living an idle, luxurious life in bold
defiance of the natural and moral laws which bind work
to enjoyment j or, in so far as they are consumed by
those who produce them, the degraded conditions of
mechanical labour impair the wholesome capacity of
enjoyment*    It comes to this, that only good work can
produce real utilities: excessive division of labour, in
degrading the character of labour, degrades the quality
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